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was in the clasp of the Republic. The Italian
victories of Bonaparte brought Austria to her knees
so that she ceded to France the Rhine frontier and
the Netherlands. Republicans did not forget that
these territories were won under the Republic, held
under the Empire, and lost at the Restoration, and all
through the age of Metternich and. long afterwards
when Bismarck was laying the foundation of a United
Germany, the Rhine was a symbol and a watchword
no less sacred than the Rights of Man.

Such then were the characteristics of the Republic
which was founded in September 1792. It was apt
for centralization ; it was anticlerical, it was military
and propagandist, full at once of new humanitarian
ideas and of inherited instincts of territorial
acquisition.

The humanitarian principle which in the Christian,
Buddhistic and Tolstoian systems is accompanied
with the ascetic doctrine of Renunciation was, in
the philosophy of the French Revolution, associated
with an affirmation of the Rights of Man. It was
founded not on humility, but on pride, not upon con-
viction of sin, but on an assertion of dignity. The
pure gospel of fraternity has sometimes ^ been the
rule of saints and sometimes the profession of sinners,
but it has never governed political societies ; least
of all could it be expected to dominate a country
boiling with a sense of social injustice and barbarized
by centuries of misgovernment. It is therefore no
matter for surprise if the ideal of peace, fraternity,
and goodwill should have failed to be realised in
France, seeing that it has never been realised by any
nation in the world's history. The cause for surprise
is that the emotion should have been felt, that the